
Consolidated HMS Fishery Management Plan: 
 
Facts on Workshops for Pelagic Longline, Bottom Longline 

and Shark Gillnet Vessel Owners and Operators 
 
 Highly migratory species, including tunas, sharks, swordfish, and billfish, comprise some of 

the nation’s most valuable fisheries, but these fisheries may face additional restrictions if 
mortality is not reduced for sea turtles, marine mammals and smalltooth sawfish. 

 
 One of the changes in the new HMS fishery management plan is mandatory certification of 

vessel owners and operators fishing on HMS permits with longline and gillnet gear. 
 
 Vessel owners and operators must attend workshops before renewing their permits in 2007. 

Workshop participants must demonstrate safe release and handling techniques for protected 
species entangled in commercial fishing gear, including sea turtles, marine mammals, and 
smalltooth sawfish. 

 
 Owners and operators who successfully demonstrate the safe release and handling techniques 

in the workshop will receive certificates to keep on the vessel. 
 
 Beginning in January 2007, permit holders must submit copies of certificates for permit 

renewal.  All new applicants must also submit copies of their certificates.  Vessel owners and 
operators whose permits expire at the end of January 2007 will have to attend one of the six 
workshops offered in November and December.   

 
 In 2005, some in the industry were certified in two voluntary, industry-sponsored workshops. 

In recognition of their efforts, the NMFS HMS division will issue current workshop 
certificates to these individuals prior to January 2007. The two workshops on safe handling 
and release of sea turtles were held April 8, 2005 in Orlando, Fla. and June 27, 2005 in New 
Orleans, La. 

 
 To ensure each vessel owner and operator is certified a copy of each certificate must be 

aboard when the vessel is fishing for sharks, swordfish or tunas with longlines or gillnets. 
 
 A permit holder can be found in violation of the regulations if the required certificates are not 

aboard when the vessel is boarded by law enforcement. 
 
 Certificates must be renewed every three years. 

 
 Please visit the following website for workshop dates and locations and information on how 

to register: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/workshops.htm. 
 
 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/workshops.htm

